Right Tackle
[bookmark: _GoBack]Which American boy doesn’t dream of one day being the winning quarterback in the Super Bowl? He is that leader who makes or breaks things for his team and receives a tremendous amount of attention doing it. Every child easily envisions himself as "that guy" and imitates the fakes and passes of his favorite quarterback.
Some more imaginative youth see themselves as the field goal kicker that comes in when all else fails to score those most needed three points and bring his team to victory. Of course, many pretend to be speedy wide receivers lunging and diving to make spectacular receptions. Others imitate dominant line backers crushing all opposition with their speed and tackling abilities.
But who imagines himself as a right offensive tackle? His job is a bit lackluster. He stands fast at the line of scrimmage, protecting his quarterback and opening up holes for the running backs. The only time he gets any attention is when he makes a mistake, like getting a penalty.
But anyone who knows even a little bit about football realizes that the right tackle is an essential as any other player. The great running back Walter Payton, after a phenomenal season, bought his offensive line Rolex watches in appreciation of the central role they played in his success. 
The Torah goes into great detail about the lives of the Avos, but it also significantly features the actions of Eliezer. Who was Eliezer? He is repeatedly referred to as "Eved Avraham" – this was his essence – to serve Avraham. He embraced that role with all of his being and is forever featured in the book of books and yearly learned about by millions of Jews because of that.
Let us imagine Eliezer balking at his role. He says to himself "Should I operate as the slave of another man?! I have to make my name in this world! People should see me independently from Avraham! Let me make my personal contribution." 
Avraham would have found another servant and Eliezer would remain less than a forgotten blip in world history. [If you know someone named Eliezer imagine him with a different name altogether!]
Are you an Eliezer or an Avraham, a quarterback or a right tackle? Are you endowed to be the president of the organization or a gabai cleaning up the shul? Should you be leading others or closely following and being meshamaish your Rav? The Torah tells of both for us to know these two forms of holiness and to delineate that there are Avrahams in the world and there are Eliezers. For Avraham to be Eliezer would have been an enormous tragedy, but the reverse is also true.
The question isn’t just am I an Eliezer or an Avraham. The true question may be, do I know when to be an Avraham and when to be an Eliezer. Can I adopt both roles as needed? Do I have the humility, flexibility and self-awareness to move from one position to another?
In closing, let us remember that right tackles are also in the hall of fame and make an enormous amount of money. It is likely they less suffer the terrible haughtiness and price of fame that the quarterback is privy to. In the overall evaluation of things, hard working right tackles have a much better life than flashy line backers. They saw their potential, embraced their role and became highly successful, without pursuing a more "high profile" life.
We shouldn’t be less intelligent and self-aware than them!
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