The Many Lessons
Life presents us with countless lessons. Every detail of our lives is directed by a loving father. Getting the raise or suffering a decrease in salary is ultimately from Him. So too is making the bus or missing it and who are friends and co-workers are. He is the greatest instructor imaginable and has unlimited resources. Therefore wonderful learning opportunities are being placed in our path literally all the time. What a waste not to take advantage!
But why don’t we take advantage? Let us focus on three reasons. 
One – We don’t have the proper mindset. We vaguely recognize that there is much to learn but that realization hasn’t filtered down to our consciousness. We haven’t made the decision to be learners from life. 
I use the phrase learners from life in an exact fashion. Even if we define ourselves as learners that usually means from seforim. This is, of course, wonderful yet limited. Some follow the advice of Chazal to learn from everyone they meet. This is a great madreiga but also inadequate. Since ה' is sending us many other learning opportunities we are foolish if we restrict our studies to these two sources.
Two – We don’t appreciate how much there is to learn. Even if we are "lesson oriented" it usually means being on the lookout for the big, obvious ones. As stated above, believing in a benevolent, intimately involved and all-powerful G-d should lead us to understand how many lessons are coming our way. If we can appreciate this the pathway to knowledge will be naturally open to us.
Three - Perhaps the major thing stopping this "informal education" is our having the wrong perspective on when things don’t go our way. The Almighty often directs things not as we would have liked. We would, of course, rather get the raise, never be sick or miss a bus, not have difficulty with chinuch habanim or struggle with parnassah. We all deeply desire for things to unfold exactly as we have planned. When things don’t move accordingly we see it as a problem that needs to be fixed. No one learns from a broken thing. Our focus on getting back on track distracts us from taking in the view from the new path. Of course, we need plans, but we need not assume we have planned so well that there is nothing to gain from our novel vantage point.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]While we have one idea how our life should unfold the Almighty has a better one. Yes, a better one. Coming to that realization will open us to see a new world. Imagine someone on an exotic vacation losing their way. The new places they see may be far more exciting and enriching than what they had planned. But they have to open their eyes. Now imagine that the ultimate travel agent actually directed the "mistake" in order to give his costumer a far greater experience than the one he in his limited perspective planned for. This is really the story of our lives.
Deciding to be learners of life, appreciating how much there is to know and finally being whole heartedly accepting of G-d's plans for us will powerfully propel us to  discover so much more than was previously possible.


Avodah Thoughts – Number Thirty Two



 


Av


odah Thoughts 


–


 


Number Thirty 


Two


 


 


 


The Many Lessons


 


Life presents us with countless lessons. Every detail of our lives is 


directed


 


by a lo


ving 


father. 


G


et


t


ing


 


the raise o


r s


uffer


ing


 


a decrease in salary 


is


 


ultimately from Him.


 


So 


too


 


is


 


mak


ing


 


the bus or miss


ing


 


it


 


and who are friends and co


-


workers are.


 


He is the 


greatest 


instructor imaginable a


nd has unlimited resources. 


Therefore


 


wonderful 


learning opportunities are being placed in our path 


literally


 


all the time. What a 


waste not to take advantage!


 


But why don’t we take advantage? Let us focus on three reasons. 


 


One 


–


 


We


 


don’t have the proper mindset.


 


W


e 


vaguely 


recognize


 


that 


there is 


much to learn but that realization hasn’t filtered down to our consciousness. We 


haven’t made the decision to be 


learners from life


. 


 


I


 


use the phrase 


learners from


 


life


 


in an exact fashion. Even if we define 


ourselves as 


learners


 


that usually means from 


seforim


. This is, of course, wonderful 


yet


 


limited. 


Some follow the advice of 


Chazal


 


to learn fr


om everyone they meet. This is


 


a great 


madreiga


 


but also 


inadequate


. 


Since


 


'


ה


 


is sending us many 


other


 


learning 


opportunities we are foolish if we restrict our studies to these two sources.


 


Two 


–


 


We don’t appreciate 


how much


 


there is to learn. Even if we are "lesson 


oriented" it 


usually means being on the look


out for the big, obvious ones. As stated 


above,


 


believing in a benevolent, intimately involved a


nd all


-


powerful G


-


d should 


lead 


us to understand how many lessons are coming our way. 


If we can appreciate 


this


 


the pathway to knowledge will be naturally open to us.


 


Three


 


-


 


Perhaps the major thing stopping


 


this "informal education" is our 


having the wrong perspective on when things 


don’t


 


go our way. 


The Almighty often 


directs things


 


not 


as


 


we would have liked. W


e would, of course, rather get the


 


raise, 


never be sick or miss a bus, not have difficulty with 


chi


nuch 


habanim


 


or struggle with 


parnassah


.


 


We


 


all deeply 


desire for


 


things to 


unfold


 


exactly as we have planned


. 


When things don’t move accordingly we see it as a problem 


that


 


needs to be fixed. 


No one learns from a broken thing. Our focus on getting back on track distracts us 


from taking in the view from the new path. Of course, we need plans


,


 


but we need 


not assume we have planned so well that there is nothing to gain from ou


r novel 


vantage point.  


 


While we have one idea how our 


life should unfold


 


the Almighty has a 


better


 


one.


 


Yes, a 


better


 


one.


 


Coming to that re


alization will open us to see


 


a new world. 


Imagine someone on an exotic vacation


 


losing


 


their


 


way. T


he new places 


they 


see 


may 


be far more exciting and enriching than what 


they had


 


planned. But they have 




  Av odah Thoughts  –   Number Thirty  Two       The Many Lessons   Life presents us with countless lessons. Every detail of our lives is  directed   by a lo ving  father.  G et t ing   the raise o r s uffer ing   a decrease in salary  is   ultimately from Him.   So  too   is   mak ing   the bus or miss ing   it   and who are friends and co - workers are.   He is the  greatest  instructor imaginable a nd has unlimited resources.  Therefore   wonderful  learning opportunities are being placed in our path  literally   all the time. What a  waste not to take advantage!   But why don’t we take advantage? Let us focus on three reasons.    One  –   We   don’t have the proper mindset.   W e  vaguely  recognize   that  there is  much to learn but that realization hasn’t filtered down to our consciousness. We  haven’t made the decision to be  learners from life .    I   use the phrase  learners from   life   in an exact fashion. Even if we define  ourselves as  learners   that usually means from  seforim . This is, of course, wonderful  yet   limited.  Some follow the advice of  Chazal   to learn fr om everyone they meet. This is   a great  madreiga   but also  inadequate .  Since   ' ה   is sending us many  other   learning  opportunities we are foolish if we restrict our studies to these two sources.   Two  –   We don’t appreciate  how much   there is to learn. Even if we are "lesson  oriented" it  usually means being on the look out for the big, obvious ones. As stated  above,   believing in a benevolent, intimately involved a nd all - powerful G - d should  lead  us to understand how many lessons are coming our way.  If we can appreciate  this   the pathway to knowledge will be naturally open to us.   Three   -   Perhaps the major thing stopping   this "informal education" is our  having the wrong perspective on when things  don’t   go our way.  The Almighty often  directs things   not  as   we would have liked. W e would, of course, rather get the   raise,  never be sick or miss a bus, not have difficulty with  chi nuch  habanim   or struggle with  parnassah .   We   all deeply  desire for   things to  unfold   exactly as we have planned .  When things don’t move accordingly we see it as a problem  that   needs to be fixed.  No one learns from a broken thing. Our focus on getting back on track distracts us  from taking in the view from the new path. Of course, we need plans ,   but we need  not assume we have planned so well that there is nothing to gain from ou r novel  vantage point.     While we have one idea how our  life should unfold   the Almighty has a  better   one.   Yes, a  better   one.   Coming to that re alization will open us to see   a new world.  Imagine someone on an exotic vacation   losing   their   way. T he new places  they  see  may  be far more exciting and enriching than what  they had   planned. But they have 

