Learn the soft way
This witty and valuable phrase came to me one night as I was waiting for kaddish. I was reflecting on a certain mistake I had recently made.  It was a faux pas that wasn’t so severe at the time but in another context could be very hazardous. I thankfully thought "Take the message now and learn the soft way." 
Let us be opportunists when it comes to learning from our mistakes. One who doesn’t learn from history is destined to repeat it. This is certainly true in our own little histories. There are very few onetime situations; so if it happened once it can happen again. And if you don’t learn the soft way the first time, besides the suffering you (and others) will endure the second time, you will kick yourself for making the same mistake again. 
Let's bring this message home through a little imagery. Connect to this picture. See a husband who continually offends his wife through a back handed compliment he offers. He lovingly comments how it's amazing how much she has made of herself despite her significant lack of natural talent. The first time he offered this observation he saw her face and realized for an instant that she was not happy. But as opposed to learning the soft way he blundered on, offending her with this same "praise" again and again. Eventually she really blows up at him. 
He got the message but he learned the hard way. Chaval.  How often do we all do the same? By learning the soft way we can painlessly improve, bringing benefit to ourselves and others. 
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