Corona Lessons and Avodas Hashem Focus Summary
There are many important lessons to take out of this terrible crisis and Avodas Hashem to focus on during these times. To help myself and others remember them and focus, I have summarized a few. Some were heard from others, some I realized myself. Specific sources generally aren't quoted, as some were heard second and third hand. By R. Dovid Schoonmaker.
 [I share this as one whom very thankfully has בלי עין הרע been spared any real difficulty during this time. Our many brothers and sisters who are truly suffering may find that many of these words don't hit the mark. Please excuse anything shared which isn’t relevant to you. Our hearts are with you.] 
Avodas Hashem to focus on
The Avodah of protecting the health of others - Hatzala members always live with this, even rushing with pajamas on for those extra few seconds. Most of us don't. Now is the time we must all live with an awareness of caring for other's physical wellbeing, by not being agents of infection. R. Mattisyahu Salomon, the famed Mashgiach of the Lakewood yeshiva, gave a very stirring short talk about this[footnoteRef:1]. [1:   If you would like to hear his message, let us know at 054 678 7818. Please daven for him ר' מתתיהו חיים בן עטל] 

Davening – Hashem made the Avos and Emahos akarim (barren) because he wanted their deep tefilos. There is also a מצוה דאורייתא to daven in an עת צרה.
Chesed – Many of the normal ways we are used to doing chesed are closed to us. However, new opportunities and needs are open. Extra phone calls to those lonely and suffering, giving extra tzedaka, delivering meals and sharing creative ideas for keeping the kids busy are just a few examples.
Limud Torah – Torah protects and is an Avodah for all times and situations. This is a time to increase, not decrease our learning involvement.
Being thankful – Many things greatly ease the burden of this unprecedented time for many of us. Now is a special time for gratitude for those things. Here are some examples. Choose those that apply to you and add and personalize your own list:
· General good health and a strong immune system – think how much more nervous you would be without it.
· Betachon – think how much more nervous you would be without it.
· ZOOM  - Imagine if Hashem would have brought this calamity 20 years ago. He בטובו  was מקדים רפואה למכה (brought the antidote before the sickness) and sent this wonderful utensil to lighten the burden.
· Shalom Bayis – this situation would be a lot harder if you didn’t get along well with your spouse.
· Well behaved children
· Self – Discipline  
LESSONS
- Hashem runs the world – כחו וגבורתו מלא עולם - His strength and power fill the world.
- The fact we have been denied so many things indicates it is time to evaluate if we are doing those things correctly.
· Shuls and minyanim
· Our Chinuch institutions
· Weddings
· Pesach Hotels
[bookmark: _GoBack]-We have become too numbers focused – Having to daven, make weddings and sedarim in drastically smaller settings pushes us to think about how much we judge things by how large they are and not by their quality.
- We are not focused enough on our own inner world – we are so used to living for others. We are now forced to spend a lot more time with ourselves and develop our inner world.
- We have to embrace our Zekainim – the world has made a decision of "Health over Wealth", and we are destroying economies, largely, but not exclusively, to protect the elderly. This is a time for all of us to evaluate how we embrace our elders in our families and communities.
- We need to work on achdus on all levels - from avoiding cursed machlokes to appreciating what a zechus it is to be part of our communities – Separation has been imposed upon us. We need to appreciate our communities more and run away from machlokes like fire. 
- We each need to work on being a חכם הרואה את הנולד (a wise one who see the future developing), yet balanced – Many of us were slow on the take. It is time to develop that essential skill in ourselves. A lack of that ability is costing us so dearly now. But we have to stay balanced and not overdue it. SAARS killed less than 800 people. It would have been a terrible mistake to react to SAARS like we are reacting to Covid – 19. A chacham needs to know how to evaluate between the two.

Now is the time to focus on how we will be different in a real and in a lasting way, once this is all over – Post Corona virus, regular life will settle in extremely quickly. We will have a tremendous amount to take care of the day after. We will all be very busy. If we fail to conclude things now, we can be sure we won't get to it later.
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