We can all be great.. NOW
[bookmark: _GoBack]I began this piece on Lag B'Omer (last year) full of wonder at the unimaginable greatness of Rav Shimon Bar Yochai, zy"a. Can we envision a human being who had the ability to undo Hashem's gezeiros? It is recorded that he once battled a malach the size of a mountain that was sent to destroy the world and through his arguments and "threats" sent the malach back to the heavens. Unfathomable. Yet this person lived, married, had children and was a human being. This shows an inkling of what a man can reach. In that light we look at ourselves and realize how acutely small we are.
And, of course, we don’t have to look at the Rashbi. Many of us need only glance at our Rebbeim, parents, even friends and colleagues to feel totally eclipsed. 
So perhaps this is where we stand; small, insignificant, not all that impactful. 
When we look at the sum total of people of greatness positioned against ourselves these are natural feelings. Do these feelings make you want to grow or do they stifle your drive to grow? If this thinking is not productive for you, try focusing differently. Stop worrying about how your end product stacks up. Center your attention instead on the amazing power of now.
Now you can be great. At the moment one thinks or does something great he is great, even if afterwards he settles back to his less than stellar state. Every mitzvah is a remarkable thing. At the very moment of the mitzvah one is davuk (connected) to the infinite. Think about the word infinite. It is quite a heavy word. Could there be anything greater? If this is true for any mitzvah it is even more so for talmud torah. The Gemora says that talmud torah is greater than saying lives. How would you feel if you saved a life? 
Many other things we often do are acts of greatness. Here are a few examples:
· Biting our tongues instead of verbally abusing someone who has offended us.
· Not giving in to our different taavot.
· Saying a resounding no to the myriad, fun time-wasters modern technology has so kindly bequeathed to us.
· Letting someone else get the final word.
· Not taking credit for something we could take credit for.
· Sacrificing our own needs for a cause.
· Being a zariz instead of lazy.
· Pushing our brains to think faster and clearer than usual.
· Add your own ideas.
Now is empowering. As you do your mitzvos and the types of things aforementioned revel in their greatness. Don’t think about how big, small or medium size you will look at the end or how you compare to your friend, the big tzaddik. We walk through our lives totally unaware of what great, important things we are involved in. Appreciating what we are really doing will spur us on to greater efforts
Think of greatness as something that is readily accessible. Think of it that way because it really is that way. What an amazing thing it is to do great things. 
And if you can do enough great things enough of the time you might just end up a great individual! 
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