The New Begged (for immediately after Yom KIppur)
For years, on  motzai Yom Kippur I would tell my children that through the kappara of the holy day we received a wonderful new begged – white and pristine pure. As with any new piece of clothing we must guard this purity and not soil it. 
Eventually, I realized that this mashal was profoundly incomplete. We not only received something to guard, we also received something through which we can positively act on a completely different level. 
A more accurate mashal would be of someone buying a new car for the first time. The proud new owner is, of course, fastidious in keeping the car clean, but he also has an amazing sense of freedom and power through his purchase. He can get to places and do things he couldn’t do before. Something similar happens to us on Yom Kippur.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Let us understand the nimshal.  We all feel purer, more focused and dedicated after Yom Kippur. We are on a different level. This is a time for action.  Mitvos done with this status have a stronger affect than usual. This is in two ways: one) we readily put more effort into them and two) their koach seguli[footnoteRef:1] is greater. With our newfound clarity, it is also an optimal time to think about our ambitions, goals, chesronos and maalos. Likewise, it is a great time to think about some klal activity we are considering focusing on. In short, it is not an opportunity to waste. [1:  “spiritual force” – a righteous person or a special neshama affect the higher worlds in a more impactful way than a regular person. See ] 

Unfortunately, our new car ages surprisingly quickly, but that shouldn’t deter us from getting the most out of it while it’s still new! 
